
September 10, 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Welcome to sixth grade! We are very much looking forward to working with your child and guiding 
him/her through a successful year full of discovery and learning.  Grade six presents new challenges to 
adolescents.  They become more responsible, more independent thinkers and learners, and are now ready 
to meet the new challenges presented at the middle school level.  As we begin our year, here is some 
valuable information to ease the transition. 
 
Supplies at Home:  Make sure your child has the following items either at his or her own desk or in 
another location when doing homework:  a dictionary, a thesaurus, supervised use of a computer and 
printer (if possible), pens, pencils, lined white paper, graph paper, index cards, and some art supplies 
including scissors, glue stick, colored pencils and markers, and a stapler.  It is important to foster good 
study habits at this age, and we strongly recommend turning off the music, phones, and television when 
studying.  
 
Supplies at School:  The following supplies are needed to help all students complete their assignments 
and stay organized throughout the year.  The following supplies MUST be brought to EVERY class 
EVERY day:  3-ring binder, dividers, filler paper for note-taking, pen, pencil, eraser, and highlighter, 
colored pencils, small pencil sharpener (colored pencils cannot be used in the electric sharpeners), and a 
glue stick. For Math, students need two spiral bound graph paper notebooks over the course of the year 
(no binder), as well as a folder to store math handouts and other math-related papers. 
 
Homework:  Homework assignments are posted in each classroom and students should record the 
assignments in their agenda books and ask any questions they might have about the assignment.  Students 
should find a few “homework buddies” in the first weeks of school and exchange contact information so 
they have friends to call if they get stuck or have questions on an assignment.  It’s important that 
homework that is passed in be authentic student work and not work that is completed by a parent.  We 
encourage parents to review work and check for completion, but it’s important for the teachers to see what 
the students know. 
 
Studying:  All students should spend some time reviewing notes and class work.  In many classes, study 
guides are also provided 2-3 days before a test.  Students should plan to review AT HOME before taking 
a test.  
 
Rules for Projects:  Always be neat.  Use a glue stick or glue instead of tape or staples.  Planning may be 
done in pencil but NO pencil should show on final projects. If you draw in pencil, it must be covered by 
colored pencil, markers, or crayon.  Erase unwanted marks completely.  Color neatly.  Students are not 
graded on artistic ability but rather on content, neatness, organization, and effort.  A parent/guardian 
should check work to be sure all directions have been followed.  Students who read and follow 
directions to show quality and best effort do well. Pass in your paper on time and feel proud! 
 
Teacher Websites:  Although staff is not required to create and keep a website, many do have them. 
Please visit the Mountview website (http://www.wrsd.net/mountview) and click “Staff Directory” for a 
list of team and teacher websites.  Not only are daily assignments often posted but also links to websites 

http://www.wrsd.net/mountview


that aid learning. 
 
World Geography and Ancient Civilizations 1 
Grades 6 and 7 form a two-year sequence in which students study regions of the world by examining 
physical geography, nations in the regions today, and selected ancient and classical societies before 1000 
CE. Regions for grade 6 are: Western Asia and the Middle East, North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, 
Central America, the Caribbean, and South America. 
 
Below please find a breakdown of the types of work and assignments students will complete this year. 
Please note that teachers may change the types and styles of the work and assignments listed below as to 
adapt to the class goals and students' accomplishments. 
 
Tests:  One major test is given for each unit of study.  Test dates are posted one week in advance to give 
students plenty of time to successfully prepare. 
Quizzes:  Quizzes will be given as needed to test skills and knowledge.  Students will always be given a 
minimum of a one-day notice for all quizzes.  
Projects:  These may include individual or group research-based projects or other activities completed 
during or out of class.  Major projects are expected to be completed and turned in by the day they are due.  
Maps:  A variety of maps are completed for each area of the world we study.  
Homework:  Homework will be graded in two ways.  Some homework will be collected and graded for 
accuracy. Other assignments will be graded for completion.  Although homework is expected to be 
completed on the day it is due, all students have the opportunity to earn credit for assignments completed 
and handed in a few days late. 
 
 
 
Science 
In Grade 6, students inquire about the structure and function of the world around them.  Throughout the 
year, students will explore the many facets of science through the integration of Earth, life, and physical 
sciences. The 6th grade curriculum is inquiry-based and “hands-on.” Students will be involved in various 
STEM practices, hands-on activities, small projects, and lab experiments.  Activities conducted within the 
classroom and outside will promote both abstract and scientific thinking.  Apart from the science 
curriculum, classroom goals include the development of study skills, note taking skills, and science 
process skills. (Modified from the Massachusetts Draft Revised Science and Technology/Engineering 
Standards, December 2013.) 
Assessments: Students’ work is assessed in a variety of ways. Content knowledge might be assessed by 
quizzes, tests, projects, and homework. Students have the opportunity to demonstrate their learning in 
their individual style, whether it is through art, music, technology, orally, or the written word. 
Homework: The purpose of homework is to prepare for and to reinforce class work or to work on 
projects. Homework can either be graded for content or checked for completion or both. We expect that 
homework be completed to the best of a student’s ability, is neat, and is handed in on the day it is due in 
order to achieve full credit.  



 
Language Arts 
The language arts curriculum at the middle school level follows the Common Core State Standards. 
Students will be exposed to a variety of texts throughout the year, including but not limited to class 
novels, short stories, and articles. Through in-class discussions and assignments, students will be 
encouraged to analyze and synthesize information, write essay responses, and answer in-depth questions 
to show how much they understand using evidence to support their ideas. Independent Reading will 
continue to be a significant part of sixth grade language arts. As we proceed through the school year, we 
will be providing students the opportunity to experience a variety of genres through independent reading. 
Our intention is to foster the joy of reading and to encourage students to read more than ever before so 
they will become skilled and passionate lifelong readers.  
Writing is tailored to address the needs of all students in the class.  There is a focus on specific aspects of 
writing that need improvement and development.  Students will be taught to write using the Six Traits of 
Good Writing, which include ideas, organization, sentence fluency, word choice, voice, and conventions. 
Instruction is organized around units of study.  During a unit of study, the teacher may ask students to 
write in a particular genre, or practice writing techniques related to the unit of study  When an assignment 
will be developed into a piece that will be graded, students will be given a rubric to help them determine 
the focus correction areas which will be specifically evaluated.  Students will act as editors for first drafts 
and have a chance to experience all parts of the writing process.  Students will follow the guidelines on 
the "Format Rules" handout throughout the year to complete writing and various other assignments. 
Word Study is where we focus on vocabulary development and spelling.  The goal is to enrich students' 
working vocabulary, encourage the use of spelling rules, and enable students to broaden their 
understanding of how words are used in our language.  Grammar lessons will be designed to enable 
students to become aware of the parts of speech and how words can be used in sentences and paragraphs. 
Grammar and vocabulary activities will often relate to reading activities. 
 
Mathematics  
Big Ideas Math Program: 
To prepare our students for future challenges in math, the Wachusett Regional School District uses the 
Big Ideas math program for all middle school students (in grades 6-8) throughout the district.  The “Green 
Book” program for sixth graders includes online accounts for each student, with access to the entire 
Student Edition textbook, Test Practice, Video Tutorials, Glossary with Audio, Progress Checks, 
Manipulative Visual Aids and more.  Each student will also receive a math journal, which will stay in the 
math classroom, and a hardcover math textbook, which should be kept at home for homework purposes. 
Classroom sets of the hard copy textbooks are also available for every student during math class. Math 
topics covered in the Big Ideas program for sixth grade are aligned with Common Core standards and 
include: numerical expressions and factors; fractions and decimals; algebra, geometry, and measurement; 
ratios, rates, percents, integers and the coordinate plane; statistical measures; and graphs.  
Tests & Quizzes:  Typically, there will be some quizzes and few tests each term as we proceed through 
the Big Ideas Math Program.  The Wachusett Regional School District also administers a common, 
district-wide Math Midterm and Final Exam for 6th graders, scheduled in January and June. When tests or 
quizzes are sent home for parents’ signatures, the signed tests are due back to teachers within a few days. 
This ensures ongoing communication between home and school about each student’s math progress 
during the year. 
Homework:  Math homework assignments are very important.  They provide students the opportunity to 
assess their own understanding, helping students to stay on top of their learning.  It also helps us to see 
what students are struggling with or understand well. Students should use their math notebook (filled with 



graph paper) for all homework assignments and MUST SHOW THEIR WORK to get credit. 
Periodically, we will collect certain homework for grading purposes.  Also, we will keep track of 
completed and missing homework for each entire term.  At the end of each term, the percentage of 
completed assignments compared to the total number of assignments will count as an additional grade. 
 
 
6th Grade Seminar 
The objective of 6th Grade Seminar is to encourage and inspire every  sixth grade student to be the best 
student and person he or she can be.  We will focus on the following skills to develop the successful 
student:  effective use of the agenda book, setting goals (long and short-term), study skills, time 
management, organizational skills, computer skills (keyboarding, Google Docs, and related programs), 
Internet safety, public speaking / class presentations, and support with upcoming tests / projects.  6th 
Grade Seminar will also focus on activities to nurture the empathetic person:  respect, compassion and 
acceptance of others; identifying and preventing bullying; self-discipline and accountability for one’s own 
choices; identifying stress, and creating coping skills and strategies to utilize.   We hope Seminar will help 
your 6th grader have a smooth transition to middle school.  
 
Physical Education 
Course Introduction 
This year students will be doing a variety of physical activities, such as fitness conditioning and testing, “new” 
(trust building) games, strength training, individual and team sports, lifetime activities, and more.  Activities are 
subject to change depending on the weather, equipment, and facilities that are available. Our program will also 
include the health curriculum this year, so our students will need to be prepared to have classroom activities and 
lessons. Each grade will be taught different health lessons, and if parents have any questions on what will be 
covered, they may contact us at anytime.  
 
The objective of this class is for the student to participate in each lesson, which will serve to assess, improve, or 
maintain their current level of physical fitness and health.  The focus of our class is to help the students instill and 
enjoy healthy habits of lifelong fitness. Our department’s ultimate goal is for all students to meet both national and 
state standards of physical education and health, as well as understand the benefits and importance of maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle. Please find these standards listed on our district website.  
 
Evaluation 

Class participation 60% 
Dress Code 20% 
Attitude/Respect 20% 

 
Daily Grading 
Each student will receive a grade/score for daily participation on a 0 to 10 scale rating system. Each day as long as 
the student is changed, participating, and being respectful, he or she will receive a 10 for the day. Receiving a 10 is 
the equivalent to a 100 for a daily grade.  However, students can lose points during the class period as well. For 
example, if a student has not changed for class, his/her grade for the day is an automatic 8 out of 10. As long as the 
student participates, he or she will keep the 8. If a student does not participate or is disrespectful, then the student 
can lose points and have a lower grade for the class period.  
 
Students will be held accountable for their grades. If a student does not participate during the class period and put 
forth sincere effort, they will not receive an A. Students need to earn their grades and be held responsible for any 
points taken away. Below you will find a list of ways that students can lose points during the class period and some 



useful information about the physical education/health department.  
 
Chorus 
Chorus is a place where we come together to not only sing and perform, but to learn the history of music, and 
appreciate its rich cultural aspects, as well as explore more contemporary uses.  Our repertoire will be varied and 
range from folk music, musicals, and standards, to contemporary and pop songs.  
 
Individual Expectations: 

● Respectful at all times to others, the teacher and school property. 
● Responsible for keeping music in your folder and having a pencil at all times.  
● Ready to work hard.  

 
Skills worked on in 6th grade: 

 

Theory Performance Group Singing  

Reading Rhythms Etiquette Vocal Technique  

Identifying Pitches Emoting  Blending of Voices 

Dynamics Markings Movement 2 and 3 part Harmony  

Notation Instructions  Teamwork  Rounds and Canons 

Sight Reading- up to 4 bars Audience Perspective  A Capella Singing  

 
There will be two performances, winter and spring to showcase our group abilities.  These are mandatory, 

as this is a performance based class.  Please know that talent is not a factor when it comes to grading- the most 
talented singer may earn the lowest grade if they are not supportive of the group, or working toward improving their 
own skills.  
 
Grading:  

● 10%  Preparation- Always have your music, pencil, and performance notes in music. 
● 60%  Participation- Being part of the group and not taking away from others’ learning. 
● 20%  Performance- Two showcases for family and friends, December and June.  
● 10%  Personal growth-  Skills assessed, sight singing and written work.  

 
Students in 6th grade will also have the opportunity to audition for the All State Treble Chorus.  This is an elite 
group of 200 singers chosen from over 500 applicants throughout the state.  They come together in March to 
perform in Boston under a top conductor in the field.  Details will be sent home in September about this wonderful 
opportunity.  
 
6th Grade Beginning Band 
Welcome to all beginning band students!  For the next few weeks, we will learn about all the instruments, 
how to read music, and how a band is formed.  Next, each student will choose an instrument and either 
rent to own, or purchase.  



  
French Music Company will visit Mountview on Tuesday, September 4th at 6:30pm and make 
instruments available for rent.  Parents, of course, are free to choose any company to purchase or rent 
from.  However, it is recommended that careful consideration be put into instrument purchase, so that 
each student starts out with an instrument in good working order.   More information can be found by 
visiting  www.davidfrenchmusic.com. 
  
Beginning Band students are asked to practice 50 minutes each week outside of school, spent over several 
days (10 minutes a day, 5 days a week).  It is expected that with this minimal effort, great individual 
improvement will take place.  Parent involvement is very important to encourage and remind our students 
that their band homework is regular practice.  Instrument lessons are also a great idea. 
 
Evaluation: 
 
Materials for class ie: Instruments and Music: 30% 
Participation: 20% 
Attitude, respect, and behavior: 30% 
Assessments and Performances: 20% 
 
String Orchestra 
Welcome to the Orchestra Program here at Mountview.  Classes are scheduled to meet twice weekly, on 
both Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Students have the option of playing violin, viola, cello, or bass.  Much of 
the instruction for the first year is focused on learning the basics:  Posture, Tone, Rhythm, Intonation, and 
note reading, along with other basic music elements. This year, students will also be learning to tune their 
own instrument. Students will join Orchestra in their second year of study.  In addition to class time, 
rehearsals and "extra sessions" will be held during some Activity Periods. 
 
This performance-based course is designed to meet state and national music frameworks.  Grades will be 
based on preparedness, participation, performances, as well as in class performance assessments. 
Attendance is required at winter and spring concerts and at scheduled rehearsals during Activity Periods. 
In order to insure your child's success, it is required that students practice a minimum of 50 minutes over 
the course of the week (10 minutes a day 5 days a week). Instrument rental night with French Music 
Company is scheduled for Tuesday, September 5th at 6:30 p.m.  I highly recommend a good quality 
rental over an inexpensive purchase, and would be happy to address any questions you may have about 
obtaining an instrument. I look forward to making music together! 
 
Evaluation: 
 
Preparedness (Instrument/music): 20% 
Participation: 50%  
Performances: 20% 
Assessments: 10% 
 
 
6th Grade Art 
In art class, students will be exposed to master artists, cultures, styles, techniques, and materials.  Artists, 
techniques, and media will be introduced within lessons that include a focus on specific Elements of Art 
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and Principles of Design, the creative process: drafting, revising, and editing; and the development of 
technical skills associated with each medium. With emphasis placed upon the National Standards for Art 
Education and the Massachusetts Frameworks by incorporating the strands and standards, the student 
becomes proficient in the Visual Arts for academic success and personal growth. The goals of art class for 
students are: to encourage and improve problem solving skills, develop creative abilities, promote 
organizational skills, use art supplies safely, develop a sense of responsibility and accountability, and gain 
self-confidence in their artistic ability.  This class meets on a daily rotating schedule opposite 6th grade 
seminar.  
Term Grading: 
Project Grades (75 %): Completion, Neatness, Effort, Creativity  
Weekly Grade (15 %): Attendance, Time on task, Following Class Routines, Cleaning Up, Conduct 
Quiz/Artist Research Paragraphs (10%) Vocabulary words, Genres, Artists. 
Class Supplies:  All art materials will be supplied by Mr. Petersen.  An old shirt to use as a smock for 
when we paint is optional.  In the case of an absence, it is your responsibility to see me when you get back 
to find out what you missed. 
Youth Art Month:  Artwork is selected from students in grades 6-8 to be on display at the Bowes Gallery 
at WRHS and at the Worcester Art Museum during the month of March to celebrate Youth Art Month. 
Mountview Art & Graphics Exhibit:  Artwork is selected from students in grades 6-8 and put on 
display in the Gym during the Spring Music Concerts.  
 
We are delighted to have the opportunity to work with your children and to encourage them in 
their studies and experiences. We thank you in advance for your support and cooperation.  To 
contact your child’s teachers, please call 508-829-5577 or email: 
 

 6 BLUE 6 GOLD 

Language Arts lisa_swalec@wrsd.net 
patricia_munzner@wrsd.net 

jaimeelynn_flanders@wrsd.net 
melissa_rodriguez@wrsd.net 

Math
 

tracy_lawrence@wrsd.net lisa_o’connor@wrsd.net 

Science  cori_brisbois@wrsd.net lorraine_neilan@wrsd.net 

Social Studies  mackenzie_benedict@wrsd.net  robert_champlin@wrsd.net 

6th Grade Seminar  bethany_shea@wrsd.net 

Art scott_petersen@wrsd.net 

Special Education karen_roberts@wrsd.net 

Band richard_day@wrsd.net 

Chorus elizabeth_pulio@wrsd.net 

Strings joshua_sabourin@wrsd.net 

mailto:racheal_mars-bailey@wrsd.net


PE ashley_leblanc@wrsd.net 
 james_lamontagne@wrsd.net 

 
Specific information related to your child’s individual classes will be available at our Curriculum Night, 
on Thursday September 13th, 2018 beginning at 6:00pm in the Mountview Cafeteria.  We hope to 
see you then!  Let’s have a great year! 
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